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worm attaches itself to the inside of the windpipe of small chicks and so interferes with breathing as to cause death from suffocation. When older hens become infected, the worms stay in the trachea or windpipe only a short time.
Turkeys are considered the natural hosts or carriers of adult gape-worms, but are not greatly inconvenienced by their presence. Their part in the spread of the disease is confined to a distribution of the worms or their eggs in the soil. Other investigations have shown that the earthworm may at times play a part in the transmission of gape-worms. The eggs of the gape-worm may incubate in the soil and be taken directly into the digestive tract of a young chicken without passage through an earthworm. Since older hens seldom act as spreaders and earthworms play a minor role in the transmission of gape-worms, it would appear that turkeys are the chief source of infection to young chickens, To avoid infection with this parasite, chicks must be raised on ground free from infection and kept from associating with turkeys.
If the young flock of chickens is raised in brooder-houses on clean ground far from the yards about the farm buildings where both chickens and turkeys run, the losses from gape-worms will be very slight.
The symptoms of gapes are not complicated. The sick birds gasp for breath and will suffocate if the worms are numerous enough to cause a stoppage of the windpipe. Many farmers attribute the losses of young birds to this disease, because some are seen to gasp for breath This alone does not indicate gapes. The finding of the worms, which are red in color and sometimes an inch long, adhering to the inside of the windpipe is conclusive proof.
It has been suggested that the worms be extracted with a feather or loop or horse-hair introduced into the windpipe. By twisting either of these, some of the worms may be extracted. When many birds are affected, the treatment is very tiresome.